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INTRODUCTION

1. The United Republic of Tanzania (henceforth, 'Tanzania') ratified the African Charter on the

Rights and Welfare of the Child (the Charter) in March 2003 and submitted its Initial Report in

2008, which was considered by the Committee in 2009.The Government also submitted its 2nd, 3rd
and 4h Consolidated Periodic Report which was considered by the Committee during the 29th

Session held in May, 2017. This is a combined 5th, 6th and 70h Periodic Report submitted to the
Committee in accordance with Article 43 of the Charter. The report outlines the measures that have

been undertaken by Tanzania since 2015 to give effect to the provisions of the Charter and responds

to the Concluding Observations appeared in the 2nd, 3rd and 4th Country Periodic Report.

2. In preparing this report, the State Party used the Guidelines on the Form and Contents

of Periodic State Party Reports Submitted Pursuant to Article 43(1) (b) of the Charter. The drafting

process also benefited from relevant and compatible information contained in the 6th Report on the

Implementation of the CRC the State Party submitted by Tanzania to the CRC Committee in January

2020.

3. In particular, the drafting process was coordinated by two Ministerial Departments

representing both Tanzania Mainland and Zanzibar: The Department of Children Development in the

Ministry of Community Development, Gender, Women and Special Groups representing the
mainland; and the Department of Children Development in the Ministry of Health, Social Welfare,

Elderly, Gender and Children representing Zanzibar. The two departments were responsible for
coordinating preparation of the Report in collaboration with the Ministry of Constitutional and Legal
Affairs, which oversees and coordinates human and peoples' rights in Tanzania. This is a specific

mandate prioritised by the Govermment by establishing a Human Rights Division in the Ministry
since 2018.

4. The process was both consultative and inclusive, bringing on board a wide array of

state and non-state actors (NSA's) including children whose views have been used to inform the

preparation of this report. In particular, stakeholders' views were obtained through meetings,
interviews, dialogues and observations.

5. Therefore, this report sets out specific measures undertaken by the State Party to

implement the Charter in the period between 2017 and 2025 in accordance with the Charter and the

Committee's Guidelines.

6



6.

1. GENERAL INFORMATION ABOUT THE STATE PARTY

This is a combined 5th 6th and 7th Periodic Report submitted to the Committee by Tanzania in

accordance with Article 43 of the Charter. It covers the period between 2017 when the

Committee considered the combined 2nd, 3rd and 4th Periodic Report submitted by Tanzania
in 2017 and 2025. In terms of general and specific information relating to the State Party's on
the political structures and mode of governance, the same remain generally as they were

reported in the combined 2nd, 3d and 4th Periodic Report, save for two significant
developments that occurred during the reporting period.

In Zanzibar, through the political reforms that took place in 2010 through the 10th Constitutional

Amendment of the Zanzibar Constitution, the Government of National Unity (GNU) was sustained

after the general election held in 2020 which saw the ruling party, Chama cha Mapinduzi (CCM).
and the main opposition in Zanzibar, the Alliance for Change and Transparency (ACT- Wazalendo)
forming the GNU. As reported in the previous Periodic Report, the GNU has reduced the hitherto

political tensions that had engulfed the Isles since the first multi-party elections in 1995, creating a

peaceful environment for people's participation in socio-economic and political undertakings. In

terms of  the realisation of children's rights, the advent of the GNU continues to help in strengthening
a specific Child Development Department within the MESWYCD that, inter alia, oversees the
implementation of the Charter in Zanzibar.

in

to

6.2. The review of the current Constitution that was commenced in April 2012 was halted by
the 5th phase Government in 2016 after a Proposed Constitution was adopted by the Constituent
Assembly in 2014 due to, inter alia, political tensions. This suspension was done together with the

ban of political rallies and assemblies across the country. To resuscitate the constitutional review

and re-writing process and reform the political and democratic processes in the country, towards the
end of 2021, political parties and stakeholders in Tanzania's democracy met in Dodoma under the
auspices of Registar of the Political Parties centre for to discuss on the future of democracy
Tanzania. Amongst the key recommendations at this meeting were resuscitating the stalled

constitutional reform process and allowing political rallies and assemblies. Following these
recommendations, in early 2022, President Samia formed a 24-member presidential task force

collect stakeholders opinions on the democratic situation in Tanzania, political and legislative
reforms in Tanzania. On 21 October 2022, the task force submitted its report to the president
recommending, inter alia, for both immediate and long-term proposals aimed at reforming the
political and democratic processes in Tanzania.2 Amongst the short-term recommendations, the
taskforce proposed legislative reforms to amend the National Elections Act and the Political Parties

Act in attempt to build environment that would allow free and fair elections in the country. The

taskforce, however, recommended that the constitutional reform process should, as one of the long-
term proposals, be embarked on after the 2025 general elections. Subsequently, political rallies and
assemblies were allowed in 2022 and the new Independent National Electoral Commission (INEC)
was established in 2024. While the completion of the constitutional reform process will be continued
after the 2025 general elections, the 2014 Proposed Constitution, unlike the 1977 Constitution,

contains a specific provision in the Bill of Rights guaranteeing the rights of  the child. It also defines

See the Constitutional Review Act (Cap. 83 R.E. 2012)
2 Bob Karashani, 'Taskforce Says New Constitution to Take Time to Draft, The Citizen newspaper (Dar es Salaam),
Saturday, 22 October 2022; available at https://www.thecitizen.co.tz/tanzania/news/national/taskforce-says-new-
constitution-to-take-time-to-draft-3993498 (аccessed 7 March 2025).
*Article 53 of the Proposed Constitution of the United Republic of Tanzania (October 2014).
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a child as any person below the age of eighteen years in a similar manner as Article 2 of the

Charter.

II. GENERAL MEASURES OF IMPLEMENTATION OF THE CHARTER

7. In compliance with the Committee's previous recommendations and in accordance with

the relevant provisions (particularly Article 1) of the Charter, the State Party has undertaken several

necessary measures to adopt such constitutional, policy, legislative and other administrative
measures that it deems necessary to give effect to the provisions of the African Charter on the Rights

and Welfare of the Child (African Children's Charter). The scope and nature of the adoption and

implementation of these measures are set out below:

8.
(a) Constitutional Measures
The children's rights in Tanzania continue to be guaranteed and vindicated under the

Constitution of the United Republic of Tanzania, which aptly guarantees the enjoyment of

human rights by 'every person', which includes children. The Bills of Rights enshrined in

Articles 12-29 of the 1977 Constitution and Articles 12-29 of the Constitution of Zanzibar

not only protects children's rights, but also contain a comprehensive enforcement framework

whereby a person (including a child) whose rights are violated may bring a complaint either

to the High Court of Tanzania or High Court of Zanzibar for vindication.

9. Besides these constitutional guarantees to children's rights, children in the State Party are

at liberty on the behalf of the children to refer complaints about the violation of their rights

guaranteed under the Charter before the Committee or any other international or regional human

rights mechanism under which Tanzania has subjected itself by virtue of ratification or accession to

specific human rights instrument. In the period under report, for example, the Committee

determined (on the merit) LHRC & CRR v. Tanzania. During the same period, the African Court on

Human and Peoples' Rights (AfCHPR) also received and determined (on admissibility) the case of

Tike & EN v. Tanzania.

a

(b) Policy and Legislative Measures

10. In 2023, the State Party revised its Education and Training Policy 2014 to address

emerging challenges and align with national and international educational objectives. The 2023

edition of the Education and Training Policy outlines comprehensive strategies to overcome existing

educational challenges, enhance quality, and ensure the system's relevance to the dynamic socio-

economic landscape, ultimately aiming for a well-educated and skilled Tanzanian child and the

Ibid, Article 53(3).

Legal and Human Rights Centre & Centre for Reproductive Rights (on behalf of Tanzanian girls) v. United Republic of

Tanzania, ACREWC, Communication No: 0012/Com/001/2019 (Decision No 002/2022) (LHRC & CRR v. Tanzania").

In this communication, the complainants successfully alleged that primary and secondary school girls in Tanzania

Mainland are subjected to forced pregnancy testing and expulsion from schools in events where they are found pregnant

or married in violation of certain rights enshrined under the Charter.

Tike Mwambipile & Equality Now v. United Republic of Tanzania, ASCHPR, Application No. 042/2020 ("Tike & EN

Tanzania"). In this case, the applicants challenge the Respondent State's policies that exclude pregnant and parenting

girls from public schools and allege that the ban violates the rights to education and non-discrimination guaranteed in the

African Charter on Human and Peoples' Rights (the Charter) and in other international human rights instruments ratified

by the Respondent State. However, the matter was not admitted for want of jurisdiction on the part of the AfCHPR.
8



population at large by 2025. In Zanzibar, the State Party is reviewing the Child Policy so as to

improve the implementation of child rights and bring about gender equality among the children.
11. The State Party has enacted two comprehensive laws that promote, protect and maintain

the welfare of a child: the Law of the Child Act applicable in Tanzania Mainland and the Children's
Act applicable in Zanzibar. In addition to these child-specific laws, several Regulations have been

enacted in the period under report to facilitate the implementation of these laws outlined in the

previous report. Further to the previously mentioned Regulations, in 2020, the State Party
promulgated the Fit Person Regulations to facilitate effective placement of children in homes instead

of institutions in the context of the Charter. Currently, the State Party is striving to amend the
Zanzibar Children's Act by collecting public opinions and views from stakeholders implementing
the law. So far, a total of 500 people (representing public and private institutions) has participated in
reviewing the Act. A report of the review process will be submitted to Zanzibar House of
Representatives for validation and further reforms to the Children's Act. Notably, the law review

seeks to harmonize the Children's Act with Zanzibar Child Policy so as to improve the
implementation of child rights and bring about gender equality among children.

12. Besides the foregoing child-specific laws, the State Party has also adopted and amended

other child protection-related laws and regulations, including those that have been adopted under the

Employment and Labour Relations Act," and the Anti-Trafficking in Persons Act. These include

the Employment and Labour Relations (General) Regulations (2017), and the Law of the Child
(Designation of Juvenile Courts) (Amendment) Notice (2017), the Electronic and Postal

Communications (Online Content) Regulations (2018), which are applicable in Tanzania Mainland.
In the period under review, the State Party has also enacted the Legal Aid Act (2017)12 and its

regulation: the Legal Aid Regulations (2018) and the Code of Conduct for Legal Aid Providers,
Lawyers and Paralegals (2021). In 2019, the Birth and Death Registration Act¹³ was also amended
vide the Written Laws (Miscellaneous Amendment) Act (No.14) of  2019 to further strengthen child

birth and death registration.
13. In respect of Zanzibar, the State Party has revised, amended and enacted several laws to

bring them in conformity with the ACRWC during the reporting period. These laws include the
Evidence Act (2016),1 the Kadhi's Court Act (2017),15 the Care and Protection of Children
Regulations (2017), the Foster Care Regulations (2017), the Approved Residential Establishment
Regulations (2017), the Penal Act (2018), the Criminal Procedure Act (2018), the Legal Aid Act

(2018), and the Zanzibar Civil Status Registration Act (2018).18
14. In implementing the Committee's recommendation urging to harmonize laws relating to

children, the State Party has conducted a preliminary evaluation of the Child Development Policy
(applicable in Tanzania Mainland) to oversee progress and challenges regarding to child rights in

Tanzania. Meanwhile, the State Part has developed the National Multisectoral Early Childhood

Act No. 21 of  2009.

Act No. 6 of 2011.

9Act No. 6 of 2004.

10 Act No. 6 of 2008.

"G.N. No. 47 of 2017.

12 Cap. 21 R.E. 2017.

Cap. 108 R.E. 2019.
Act No. 9 of 2016.

15 Act No. 9 of 2017.
1"Act No. 6 of 2018.

Act No. 7 of 2018.

Act No. 3 of 2018.
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Development Program (2021/22-2024/25) to strengthen the parenting services and interventions

for children under 8 years. This is program which is implemented in parallel with Child

Development Policy of 2008. These program initiatives also frame coordination and harmonisation

of laws and their implementation across sectors.

15. The State Party has also continued to comply with the Court of Appeal decision in the

case of Attorney General v. Rebecca Z. Gyumi¹ on the issue of age of marriage, the Court directed

the Government to amend the Law of Marriage Act within a period of 1 year. After the decision was

rendered by the Court of Appeal of Tanzania in 2020, the Government submitted a Bill to Parliament

seeking to amend the Law of Marriage Act (1971)20 through Announcement No. 1 Vol. 102 dated 5

February 2021. Through this Bill, the State Party's Executive recommended the minimum age of

marriage for both males and females to be 18 years. The Parliament Steering Committee for

Administration directed the Government to engage citizens to collect their views about this issue.

The Government subsequently gathered the views of the people. On 26 April 2023, the Ministry of

Constitutional and Legal Affairs also held a televised consultative meeting in Dodoma to collect

public opinions on the minimum age of marriage with a view to amending the Law of Marriage Act.

After gathering public opinions, the Government is currently finalizing a report on public opinions to

be submitted to the National Assembly.

(c) Administrative Measures to Ensure Availability of Financial Resources

16. In its Concluding Observations on the State Party's Second, Third and Fourth Periodic

Report, the Committee urged the State Party to take concrete measures to fund child rights issues

(para. 8). The State Party has ensured that resources are available for the effective implementation

and coordination of various existing Policies, laws, regulations, National Action Plans, strategies and

programmes which are reflected in line Ministries' budgets. The State Party has developed the

National Guideline for Council Comprehensive Social Welfare Plan 2021 (CCSWOPG) which the

Government and social welfare stakeholders are using for budget allocation to children's welfare.

According to the Guideline, 3% of local government authority councils' revenue collection is

allocated to social welfare. Moreover, the President's Office - Regional Administration and Local

Government (PO-RALG) disburses about Tanzanian shillings 1,359 trillion out of 10.1 trillion that is

equivalent to 14% of the total budget (dedicated to education, health and community

development).21
17. In Zanzibar, the State Party allocates 1.2% of the national budget allocated children's

issues. A 42% increase in funding was allocated to the Ministry of Community Development,

Gender, Elderly, and Children in the 2024/2025 fiscal year. Tanzanian shillings 23,315,462,000

billion was allocated to the portfolio ministry responsible for children in 2024/2025, an increase

from Tanzanian shillings 9,887,311,000 billion in 2023/24. Budget increases signify the State

Party's ongoing attempts to reduce children's rights issues mainly on participation and protection.

The financial allocation for Shehia22 Women and Children Coordinators has been increased from

Tanzanian shillings 30,000/= to Tanzanian shillings 60,000/= every quarter, or Tanzanian shillings

20,000/= in monthly equivalent. Increasing the budget of Shehia Women and Children Coordinators

has enabled them to actively engage with children, as they are the guardians of children's rights at

the Shehia level.

19 Court of Appeal of Tanzania at Dar es Salaam, Civil Appeal No. 204 of 2017.

2Cap. 29 R.E. 2002.

21 Source: PORALG Report 2024
22 In Zanzibar, a Shehia is the lowest government administrative structure at the community level. See the Registration of

Zanzibaris Resident Act (No. 7 of 2005) and the Regional Administration Authority Act (No. 1 of 1998).
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18. In combating child labour for the past four years 2016/2017- 2019/24, the Prime
Minister's Office - Labour, Youth, Employment and Disabilities, in the Mainland allocated funds

amounting to 3.2 billion while the PO-RALG has allocated for primary education TShs 1.8 trillion
and Secondary Education TShs 1.2 trillion.

19. The State Party's budgeting for children every sector has been shown in respective
sectoral Medium Term Expenditure Review Frameworks (MTEF's). However, the MTEF's does not

provide separate budgetary information for children, which is only done in respect of certain

Ministries like the MoHCDGEC, Prime Minister's Office, MoEST and PO RALG. For the first three

years consecutive, Ministry of Health Community Development Department released fund against

approved is less than 50%. For the last two years, released fund increased over 50% of approved
budget as shown in Table 1 below:

11



Table 1: Budgetary Allocation for Children in Tanzania

No Mitry

Canraanily
Devdoym

Hesl

2016/17

7,200 000 00

22.130,098 000

2017/2

2,.233,590 до
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200,772,(00)

2008/19

3,844,000.0O

23,900.910,00

342,890,000O 278,99000O

MeltST 1396,929.798625 1,356,685 341, 146
60

PORALG 2,230,  008 000,340
2.300, 100,900 3,353,767.800,00
450

201920

1201917,900

37,220,808,000

415,000,000

3638/21

4380 097,00

30,120, 990 000

400,000,000

386,508  721,

3,006,100,604

1348,563,375,000

3,603, 906,900,100

2003/34 283425
2021/22 3023/23

4510,(87,100 4,671,438,510 40096140

30,997 120,000

695/00,000

LMARJ100

33,034 471,400

699.000,000

42,711,188KD 30,137.20

1,965 330 3

941000,000 VEE 54,00O

1673,755,327,0

3.776,300300 3,70, 000/000,00 3,899,09,100340
3,981.200100,000 D

In addition to the foregoing measures, the State Party has adopted several legal and
administrative measures in order to meet its budgetary allocation for sectors relevant in the

implementation of children's right as outlined below:
19.1 Raising tax revenues through widening the tax base: These efforts have been made by

the Tanzania Revenue Authority (TRA) to increase tax collections from TZS 13.3 trillion in 2015/16

to TZS 16.528 trillion in 2024. This big outcome has resulted in an increase in the budgetary

allocation to children from 1.1 % in 2015 to 4.9% in 2024.

19.2 Ensuring sustainability of nutrition interventions and reach national and global nutrition

targets (i.e., reducing stunting burden by 40% by 2025), in which case the State Party has ensured

minimum budget allocations for nutrition using domestic funding to reach the global target by 2025

of US$ 8.5 per child under-five per year and integrate nutrition interventions in councils' mid-term

expenditure frameworks (MTEFs).
19.3 There has been a fluctuation in the budgetary allocations to social sectors such as health

services, water and education from 2015/16 to 2024/25. Budgetary allocation to education has

increased from TZS 3.8 billion in 2015/16 to TZS 1.9 trillion in 2024/25. Budgetary allocation to the

water sector has increased from TZS 573.5 billion in 2015/16 to TZS 1 trillion in 2025/26 budget,

government continues to focus in the implementation of flagship projects, including those related to

social services such as health, water and education. In ensuring effective implementation of the

planned projects, the government set different measures to increase domestic revenue and

management of expenditures which include: improving domestic revenue collection, manage and

monitor implementation of tax laws, regulations and procedures and improve ICT systems including

Electronic Fiscal Device Management System (EFDMS); improve the business and investment

environment as outlined in the Blueprint Action Plan; and closely monitor the performance of

Govemment institutions and promote local tourism.

19.4 The State Party, continued undertaking interventions to improve the living standards of

people, in extreme poverty and protecting the children's human capital living in vulnerable

households through the Productive Social Safety Net (PSSN) Program implemented by TASAF.

PSSN interventions are implemented through three windows namely: Conditional Cash Transfer,

Public Works Program (PWP) and Livelihood Enhancement (LE). Up to December 2020, there were

1,087,622 Program beneficiary's households with 5,641,008 direct beneficiaries compared to
1,067,041 household beneficiaries with 5,474,231 direct beneficiaries in 2019. Out of those, women

were 2,858,523, equivalent to 50.8% while men were 2,782,485.

Table 2: Productive Social Safety Net Direct Beneficiaries

Gender Number of Beneficiaries Years

(Year) 0-2

Years

3-5

Years

6-18

Years

19-60

Over

60

1



2019 2020

Men 2,635,238 2,782,485 97,470 185,234 1,174,859 1,006,655 313,847

Women 2,838,993 2,858,523 66,119 125,021 1,053,339 1,170,774 447,690

Total 5,474,231 5,641,008 163,589 310,255 2,228,198 2,177,429 761,537

%age of beneficiaries 2.9 5.5 39.5 38.6 13.5

Source: Ministry of Finance and Planning -  Economic Survey 2020

19.5 In addition, 473,844 children under five years have attended clinic, which is equivalent

to 8.4 % of all beneficiaries; and beneficiaries who are attending primary and secondary schools
aged between 6 to below 18 were 2,228,198, equivalent to 39.5%.

(d) Judicial Measures

20. The State Party has made remarkable progress in the judicial sector for protecting and
providing a conducive environment for juvenile justice systems. In particular, the following
measures have been undertaken in this regard:-

20.1 In Tanzania Mainland, in 2016, the Chief Justice issued the Law of the Child (Juvenile
Court Procedure) Rules,25 which provides for General principles / procedures of child-friendly

justice, Juvenile Courts in Tanzania were also adopted by the High Court. In 2017, the State Party
made amendments to the Law of the Child Act (LCA)4 that vested power only in the Resident
Magistrate Court in the respective District to determine children's cases despite of designated
Juvenile Courts. Through G.N. No. 158 of 2019, the Chief Justice revoked G.N. No. 314 of 201625
and designated 141 Primary Courts premises to be used as Juvenile Courts including Mbeya Juvenile
Court,26 Thereafter, challenges regarding Primary Courts infrastructure, accessibility and

operationalization arose in some designated courts. Therefore, in 2020, through the Written Laws
(Miscellaneous Amendments) Act,2 the Chief Justice's powers under Section 97(2) of LCA to
designate Primary Court premises to be Juvenile Courts were extended to the District Courts and
Resident Magistrate court's premises that are now recognized and used as Juvenile Courts.

Therefore, all District Courts and Resident Magistrate's Courts in Tanzania Mainland are conferred
with jurisdiction and powers to hear and determine any matter triable by a Juvenile Court subject to

the procedure prescribed under Section 99 of the LCA.

20.2 In 2018, the Chief Justice issued Circular No. 2 of 2018 (on protection of identities of

children in any matter before the court), including identities of parents and guardians of the child in
the adoption proceedings and of victims of sexual offences of whatever age, The Circular requires

Juvenile Courts to set specific days to hear cases involving children to ensure the privacy of the
children in question. In addition, in 2019, the Chief Justice issued the Judicature and Application of
Laws (Practice and Procedure of Cases Involving Vulnerable Groups) Rules and the Judicature and
Application of Laws (Adoption of Juvenile Court Rules in the High Court of Tanzania) Rules. In

2023, the Judiciary of Tanzania (JOT) issued the Standardized Operating Guide (SOG) in order to

G.N. No. 182 of 2016.

24 The Law of the Child (designation of Juvenile Courts) (Amendment) Notice (G.N. No. 367 of 2017).
25 The Designation of Primary Court Premises to be Used as Juvenile Courts (G.N. No. 314 of 2016).

25 G.N No. 158 of 2019 revoking G.N. No. 314 of 2016.
27 Act No. 1 of 2020.

G.N. No. 110 of 2019.
G.N. No 154 of 2019.
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guide magistrate and other stakeholders on how to handle children's cases in court. The Chief
Justice has also issued a directives to Judicial Officers to fast-track cases involving children. The

directive aims at ensuring children cases are handled timely and reduce the time spent by the
children in dentantion facilities.

20.3. The State Party has also ensured that there is sufficient number of child justice

personnel, whereby between 2017 and 2025 there were about 2,616 child justice frontline workers,

who had received specialised training in the administration of child justice., The Judiciary has
adopted the Judicial Statistic Dash Board 2 (JSDS 2), which provides information on cases filed,

decided and pending in any court within the State Party. The information enables stakeholders

(including those working in the child justice sub-sector) to know court proceedings, orders and

decisions on particular matters. In addition, there are special physical registers for Juvenile courts

which are inspected by supervisors in every quarter of the year.
20.4 In Zanzibar, the State Party has established four Children's Courts, which have already

been designated and operated in Vuga, Mahonda, Wete and Chake Chake. In addition to that,
Zanzibar Director of Public Prosecutions Manual has been reviewed to include guidelines on how

prosecutors should handle criminal cases which are involving children. Moreover, the State Party

has developed the Zanzibar Prisons Strategic Plan 2016-2021 through which the State Party strives

to, among other things, facilitate the construction of a new facility for children at Hanyegwa
Mchana.

(e) Domestication and Publicization of the Charter, International Treaties and Domestic LawS

and Policies Relating to Children's Rights

21. The State Party has undertaken the following measures to realize the rights and welfare of

the child enshrined in the Charter, the children's laws of the State Party and/or in any other

international convention or agreement in force in that State:

21.1 In January 2020, the State Party submitted its 6th Report to the Committee on the Rights

of the Child, which exhibits the commitments and initiatives of the State Party in fulfilling its

international obligations to ensure the realization of children's rights and welfare in its jurisdiction.

21.2 The State Party has continued to commemorate the International Day of a Girl Child,

the World Children's Day and the Day of the African Child, which have been decentralized to the

Regional and District levels to enable many people, particularly children, at the grassroots to

effectively and actively participate in the celebrations. Children have been active participants in
these commemorations. These events also serve as promotional sessions about the rights and welfare

of the child in the State Party.

21.3 The State Party has continued to cooperate with various national and international

stakeholders for purposes of promoting and fulfilling the obligations arising from the international

child rights instruments, including the Charter and the CRC, and all the Optional Protocols thereto

since the State Party is a signatory.

21.4 The State Party, in collaboration with stakeholders has translated and widely
disseminated the Charter and the CRC into Kiswahili, a language widely spoken by natives. In
addition to Kiswahili versions, the State Party has, in collaboration with stakeholders, prepared and

disseminated simplified versions of the Charter and CRC in both English and Kiswahili, largely

targeting children as the main audience.

Judiciary of Tanzania, Standard Operational Guide for Magistrates on Managing Children Cases in Tanzania (Dar es

Salaam: Judiciary of Tanzania, February 2023).
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21.5 In implementing the Committee's previous concluding Observation, urging it to prepare

child-friendly versions of laws and policies concerning children (para. 9), the State Party has
undertaken the following in relation to Tanzania Mainland:

(i) Translation of the Law of the Child Act and its Regulations and Rules into Kiswahili and

simplified, child-friendly versions;

(ii) Preparation of Children's Council Guidelines in Kiswahili;

(iii) Preparation of Online Child Sexual Exploitation and Abuses education materials

Kiswahili;

in

(iv) In 2021, the Interpretation of Laws Act (Cap. 1) was amended in Section 84(1) by
particularly inserting a new provision (i.e., Section 84A (1)), which has introduced Kiswahili
as the language of all courts, including Juvenile Courts; and

(v) Wide dissemination of the child-friendly versions of the LCA, its Regulations and Rules to
children.

21.6 In respect of Zanzibar, the State Party has undertaken the following measures in

preparing child-friendly versions of laws and policies concerning children:

(i) Development of the Zanzibar Child Policy in Kiswahili to create a conducive policy
environment for improving child rights and well-being;

(ii) Reviewing the Children's Act (2011) and translating it into Kiswahili to create a conducive

legal environment for improving child rights and well-being:

(iii) Reviewing of the Kadhi's Act (2017)31 leading to the amendment of the Kadhi's Act in

2022.32 This new law strengthens parenting skills and systems to support children, ensures

the availability of basic services and upholds the child's best interests including broader  child

protection measures.

(iv) Preparing a child-friendly version after reviewing the Guideline for Children's Councils
Manual of 2024 (Junior Council's Manual) to enhance awareness and advocacy of children's

rights and responsibilities. The manual also aims to foster good behaviour among children

and support the rehabilitation of their conduct, promoting positive values and responsible

citizenship.

(f) Promotion of Positive Values and Traditions

22. The State Party has undertaken the following measures to promote positive cultural and
traditions values and discourage that are inconsistent with the rights, duties and obligations
contained in the Charter:

22.1 The State Party has developed the Anti-FGM Strategy (2020/21 - 2024/25) as an effort
to eliminate practices that violate women and children's rights.

22.2 The State Party has developed the National Guideline for Effective Community

Dialogue which Facilitate dialogue in Communities on the existing norms and values that encourage
violence, perpetuate unequal relationships and ultimate action. The Guideline also supports the

implementation of Thematic area Number 2 of the National Action Plans to end Violence against
Women and Children in Tanzania Mainland and Zanzibar.

Act No. 9 of 2017

32 Act No. 8 of 2023.
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22.3 The State Party has developed the Guidelines for Good Parenting (2016) and its

Training Manual that aims at supporting and achieving transformation in parents' behaviour and
processes for influencing social norms. Through these initiatives, the State Party has facilitated the

establishment of 3,963 parental groups that aim to, inter alia, impart positive parenting skills to

parents.
22.4 The State Party has established 2 Women and Children Protection Committees at the

National level, 26 at the regional level, 126 at the district level, 3,501 at the ward level and 14,509 at

the village/mtaa level to make a total of 18,186 Committees in Tanzania Mainland. Moreover, in

Zanzibar, 11 Districts and 387 Shehia established Women and Children Protection Committees to

protect Children within their localities.

(g) Collecting Disaggregated Data on the Number and Status of Children

23. In implementing the Committee's previous Concluding Observation urging it to collect
disaggregated data on the number and status of children (para 8), the State Party has undertaken the

following measures in this regard: The State Party has continued conducting the National Population

and Housing Census in every ten years, with the latest being the one conducted in 2022. According
to the 2022 National Census, the State Party has a population of 30,257,196 children (15,128,975

males and 15,128,231 females) constituting 49.01% of the population of Tanzania, which is about

61,741,120 people (30,053,130 males and 31,687,990 females)." In Tanzania Mainland, there are

29,365,234 children (under the age of 18) among the total population of 59,851,347 (14,684,339

males and 14,680,895 females), which is equal to 49.1% of the total population. In Zanzibar, there

are 891,962 children under 18 years among the total population of 1,889,773 (444,636 males and
447,326 females), which is equal to 47.2% of the total population.

(h) Coordination and Monitoring of the Implementation of the Charter
24. The State Party has put in place the following mechanisms at the National and local

levels for coordination and monitoring the implementation of the Charter:

24.1 Although children's rights are not amongst constitutionally-entrenched 22 Union Matters,

the State Party has streamlined coordination of children's issues in both Union and Zanzibar

Revolutionary Governments. In particular, the State Party has created a coordination mechanism for

child rights issues between Zanzibar and Union Governments, with representation at both the

ministerial and technical levels. At the technical level, regular technical coordination meetings

between senior officers (particularly line Directors) from both Union and Zanzibar Revolutionary

Governments are conducted, highlighting and making proposals on areas of joint action and

collaboration to Permanent Secretaries who then report to the portfolio ministers. To strengthen this,

terms of reference (TOR's) for establishing the union coordination body for children affairs have

developed and adopted.

24.2 The State Party has also regularly conducted interministerial consultative meetings and
discussions to endorse formal collaboration and coordination of children matter in Tanzania,

including the contents of this Periodic Report that held in December 2024. Through this coordination

framework, the State Party has also conducted a survey on Violence against Children (VAC Report

The 2022 Census was conducted in accordance with the Statistics Act (Cap 351), which mandates the Government to

conduct a Population and Housing Census every ten years.

Ministry of Finance and Planning, National Bureau of  Statistics and President's Office -Finance and Planning, Office

of the Chief Govermment Statistician, Zanzibar, The 2022 Population and Housing Census: Initial Results (Dodoma,

Tanzania, October 2022).
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2024), which covers both Zanzibar and Tanzania Mainland. After the compilation of the survey.

the State Party will undertake joint action to address the issues arising out of the survey in both
Zanzibar and Tanzania Mainland.

24.3 The State Party has issued a Government Policy Instrument that clearly stipulates the
mandate of different bodies for ACRWC issues in Tanzania Mainland and Zanzibar. This instrument

provides mechanisms for coordinating children rights at the National and at the local government
authorities (LGAs) with financial, human and technical resources.

24.4 The State Party has developed functional institutional coordination mechanisms, both
sectorial and across sectorial, involving all relevant line ministries and MDAs, as well as other key
stakeholders in the implementation of the ACRWC both in Tanzania mainland and Zanzibar. This

coordination has brought effective operationalization of national plans, policies and strategies by
involving all key stakeholders and implementing actors from national to subnational level. Examples

of these mechanisms can be seen from the following major National Plans:

24.5 In Tanzania Mainland, at the national level, the MoHCDGEC has a general mandate for
coordination and implementation of ACRWC. This is to ensure the children's right are reflected in
the policies, laws and regulations. At the Regional Secretariat and LGAS, the coordination mandate

and implementation is vested to the President's Office Regional Administration and Local

Government Authority (PO-RALG).

24.6 In Zanzibar, the Ministry of Health, Social Welfare, Gender, Elderly and Children
coordinates all relevant sectors in the implementation of ACRWC from National to sub-national

levels (Shehia). The Ministry works closely with other Ministries as well as CSOs to implement the

provisions of the Charter.

24.7 In Tanzania Mainland, the National Plan of Action to End Violence Against Women and

Children (NPA-VAWC) 2017-2022) is coordinated by a unified multisectoral and cross-
jurisdictional body at national and sub-national levels. At the national level, coordination structures
are the National Protection Steering Committee (NPSC). NPA-VAWC National Protection
Technical Committee (NPTC) and Thematic Working Groups (TWGs). The NPSC is the highest
inter-ministerial body under the leadership of the Permanent Secretary-Prime Minister's Office. Its
secretariat is under the MoHCDGEC that provides overall policy guidance and coordination of the

NPA-VAWC. The mentioned structures are composed of relevant line ministries, Government
Departments and Agencies, Commission for Human Rights and Good Governance (CHRAGG),
Civil Society Organizations (CSOs), Faith-Based Organizations (FBOs) and representatives of
Development Partners. PO-RALG, through Regional Secretariat and Local Government authorities

coordinate Women and Children Protection Committees (WCPCs).

24.8 In Zanzibar, the National Committee on Violence Against Women and Children (NC-
VAWC) coordinates the National Plan of Action to End Violence Against Women and Children
2017-2022 at the national level. The Committee is chaired by the Minister Responsible for Legal
Affairs and co-chaired by the Minister responsible for Women and Children. It is composed of
Ministers and Regional Commissioners, the Principal Secretaries, Commissioners and Directors
from relevant Government ministries, departments and agencies. NC-VAWC meets biannually to
review and report on progress in the implementation of the NPA. It also provides regular reports to
the Revolutionary Council of Zanzibar. At the local level, the District Committees on Violence

Against Women and Children have been established in each District. District Committees oversee

35 The survey is supported by the Centre for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) and UNICEF.
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the planning, coordination, implementation and monitoring of interventions addressing violence
against women and children in each District. At the sub-national level, Shehia Committees on

Violence Against Women and Children have been established at the Shehia as the first effective

structures in preventing and responding to violence against women and children. They report to the

District Committees through Shehia Women and Children Coordinators.

24.9. Despite the previously mentioned measures taken to enhance the efficiency and
effectiveness of children rights implementation, the State Party faces several challenges, including
the fact that children's issues are not Union Matters, thus, they are implemented by two separate
ministries in both parts of the Union, which makes it difficulty in coordinating interventions of two

different bodies of both parties of the Union. Inadequate financial, technical and human resources of
MDAs to effectively execute children rights and related plans also constrain effective

implementation of the Charter in the State Party.

III. DEFINITION OF THE CHILD

25. As stated in Part II(b) above, the State Party has undertaken several measures to

harmonise the definition of the child in different settings, including efforts to amend Sections 13 and

17 of  the Law of Marriage Act to upgrade the minimum age to 18 years. In addition, the Law of the

Child Act, Cap 136, which is applicable to Tanzania Mainland, and the Zanzibar Children Act
(2011) continue to retain provisions that define a child as any person below the age of 18 years.

Remarkably, as reported in the previous Periodic Reports by the State Party, the two child laws have

domesticated the principles enshrined in the Charter and the CRC; and, as such, they repeal, replace
and/or amend the laws which were repugnant to the Charter to make them compliant with the

ACRWC principles and standards.

IV. GENERAL PRINCIPLES

(a) Non-Discrimination
26. In its previous Concluding Observation, the Committee urged the State Party to enshrine

the non-discrimination principle in all sectors, including in the education, health and other services
(para. 11). The State Party to continues reviewing and revising all its legislation to bring it in full
compliance with Articles 3 and 26 of the Charter as well the Committee's Concluding Observation.
In particular, the State Party has completed the said review, which has culminated in several
amendments to the Law of the Child Act (applicable in Tanzania Mainland) and the Children's Act

(applicable in Zanzibar). In addition, both pieces of legislation have domesticated the provisions of

Article 3 of the Charter that prohibit discrimination of any kind, irrespective of race of the child or

his or her parent oror legal guardian, colour, sex, language, religion, political affiliation or other

opinion, national ethnic or social origin, property, disability, birth or other status. Moreover, both

constitutions -Le., the Constitution of the United Republic of Tanzania (1977) and the Constitution

of Zanzibar (1984) - have specific provisions that comply with Article 3 of the Charter. This

constitutional framework makes it mandatory for all laws enacted in the State Party to comply with

the non-discrimination principle.  Where any law is contrary to this principle, the High Courts of  the

3 Under section 4

7 Under section 2
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United Republic of Tanzania and Zanzibar has power to declare the said law to be unconstitutional
for being repugnant to the said constitutional provisions.

27. In addition, in 2014, the State Party adopted a New Education Policy, which was revised

in 2023 (applicable in the mainland), which provides for access to education without any

discrimination. Further, the State Party has increased the number of inclusive education schools,

which provides children with disabilities opportunity to interact with other children; hence, they help
in decreasing the level of stigma and discrimination of children with disabilities. However, this goes

together with recruiting qualified teachers for this purpose.

28. In Zanzibar, all children who have special education needs (including children with
disabilities) have access to education based on inclusive education. The Ministry of Education and

Vocational Training, through the Special Education Unit, has increased the number of inclusive
education schools up to 87. In addition, the number of students has increased from 3,883 in 2011 to

8,993 in 2019 and the number of teachers, who have been trained on sign language and "Braille".
has increased from 10 in 2018 up to 30 in 2024. Through the Revolutionary Government of

Zanzibar, the State Party has undertaken the following measures to eliminate discrimination of
children in different settings:

28.1 Ensuring the enshrinement of non-discrimination across all sectors, including education,

health, and justice services. In the education sector, Zanzibar allows girls who become pregnant to
continue their studies. From 2021 to the present, a total of 64 girls (48 from Unguja and 16 from
Pemba) have continued their education.

28.2 Providing counselling and psychosocial services to ensure that these girls are not

harmed as a result of their pregnancies. (Source: Ministry of Education and Vocational Training,
Zanzibar 2022-2024).

28.3 Implementing Section 6 of the Children's Act (2011), which provides that no person or

institution shall discriminate against a child on grounds such as race, disability, colour, other
opinions, etc.

28.4 In the Health sectors through the policy and health guidelines, providing medical
services up to the delivery stage for girls who get pregnant while at school.

28.5 Providing legal aid services and support to girls and boys in need, without

discrimination. A total of 286 Girls were provided with legal aid services.
29. In relation to Tanzania Mainland, the State Party has undertaken the following measures

to eliminate discrimination of children in different settings:

29.1 Issuing Education Circular (No. 2 of 2021) and Re-entry Guidelines of 2022, which

allows dropout school girls due to pregnancy and marriage to re-entry schools of their choice. These
measures have increased the number of girls who are allowed to return to formal education and the

number of girls who have been accommodated in the Folk Development College and vocational

centers. The Government have been funding and supporting all of them indiscriminately.

29.2 Offering fee free education from primary education to advanced level education, by
virtue of Education Circular (No. 5 and 6 of 2016) and the Education and Training Policy of 2014
(2023 edition).
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29.3 Improving school transportation policy for the children and the National Transport
Policy and other guidelines that provide safeguards and protection of children while on transit from
home to school and vice versa.

29.4 Adopting the National Guide for Responsible Parenting and Family Care of (RPFC-

2022), which insists on parental roles on how to care, communicate and protect children with

disabilities. Through this Guide, different message has been developed on how to sensitize parents

including infrastructure that accommodate needs of children with disability within the family (e.g.
Huduma rafiki kwa vijana - Youth Friendly Services).

30. In implementing the Committee's previous Concluding Observation, urging it to

sensitizing law enforcement officers, erc., on equality of all children (para. 11); the State Party has
conducted several sensitization programmes to law enforcement officers, etc., including:

30.1 In Zanzibar, the State Party has sensitized a total number of 591 law enforcers on

equality of all children under review of the Children's Act no.6 of 2011. Those law enforcers
includes Police (230), Prisons 198), Immigration (73), Judiciary/Prosecutors (23), and Social
Welfare Officers (67).

30.2 In Tanzania Mainland, a total number of 1,147 social welfare officers, childcare workers

2,118, para social workers 3,170, Police 798, Prisons 77, Immigration 45, Judiciary/Prosecutors 87
were trained on child protection intervention

(b) Best Interests of the Child (Article 4)
31. The State Party has ensured integration of the principle of the best interest of the child in

various legislation, policies, programmes and judicial decisions. The guiding criteria provisions have

been enshrined in the Law of the Child Act (LCA, 2009) and the Zanzibar Children's Act (CА,
2011), both of which stipulate, in similar phraseology, that the best interest of a child should be of

primary consideration in all actions concerning a child whether undertaken by public or private
entities, social welfare institutions, courts or administrative bodies. Legislatively, in Tanzania

Mainland, the principle has been enshrined in various Regulations and Rules to guide all persons
who work for or deal with children. Thus, there are clear-cut procedures and guidance to magistrates,

parents, police and prison officers, teachers, social welfare officers, labour officers, guardians and

other persons of authority to accord due preference to the best interest of the child principle.

32. In Zanzibar, Children's Act (2011), the Child Care and Protection Regulation (2017), the
Foster Care Regulation (2017) and the Approved Residential Establishment Regulations (2017)
reiterate the best interests of the child as a paramount consideration in reaching any decision or

taking any action concerning or relating to the child by all public and private actors and institutions.
The enactment of the Evidence Act in 2016 and the Penal Act in 2018 has also considered the best

interests of the child. The admissibility of testimony of an independent witness and intimidated

witness aim at protecting children who are vulnerable to sexual abuse. Likewise, the enhancement of

penalties in the Criminal Procedure Act and restricting bail provision in relation to GBV cases intend
to protect children from various abuse in the criminal justice system.

33. In Tanzania Mainland, the State Party has also mainstreamed the principle of the best interest

of the child in prison system. A separate prison has been set-aside at Kingolwira to accommodate
female prisoners incarcerated with children. Furthermore, Gender and Children Desks have been
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introduced in prisons. At the policy level, the Prison Gender and Children Policy was adopted in
2018 to address the needs and challenges of children within the prison system.

34. The State Party, has carried out through different media, several awareness raising activities
to traditional and religious leaders, as well as government officials to sensitize them on the
applicability of the best interest of the child principle, in issues relating to harmful practices,
parenting, respect for the views of the child, participation and children rights in general. Personal
relationship between the child and the parents, or any specific parent; and the child and any other

care-giver or person relevant in those circumstances.

35. In further implementing the Committee's, previous Concluding Observation urging it to
take actions to ensure that the best interest is respected in all procedures, and decisions of all

Government machineries (para. 12), the State Party has undertaken the following specific measures:

35.1 In Zanzibar, the State Party has, apart from implementing the specific provisions
guaranteeing the best interest in the child set out in Section 3 of the Children's Act (2011, ensured
that law enforcers were sensitized and uphold this principle while dealing with children. Under
these initiatives, a total of 350 children were reached between 2022 and 2024, in which law

enforcement officers made sure they considered the best interest of the child before placing children
in custody. Morcover, the State Party reviewed the Children's Act (2011) to ensure the best interest

is effectively considered in all decisions and actions taken concerning children.

35.2 In Tanzania Mainland, the State Party continued to uphold the best interest of the child

as guaranteed in the Charter, the CRC, the Law of the Child Act (2009) and other child-related laws
and Regulations. In particular, the State Party carried out the following measures:

(i)

(ii)

(iii)

Developing Regulations and Guidelines for service provision and monitoring to the

following social welfare facilities: deployment of a total of 1,147 Social Welfare Officers
in all 26 Regions and 184 LGA Councils, establishment of 438 children's homes in
Tanzania Mainland, establishment of 3,473 privately-owned day care centres, setting up
206 community day care centres for children, running and managing 1 approved school at

Irambo (in Mbeya Region), running and managing 6 retention homes, establishment of 16

safe houses, designating 141 Juvenile Courts (manned by specialised Resident Magistrates,
Prosecutors and Social Welfare Officers), setting up 420 Gender and Children Desks
(GCDs) in Police Stations, establishing 23 One Stop Centres, and commissioning al 16 free

toll Child Helpline.
Amendment of the Child Protection Laws (Miscellaneous Amendments) Act (2024), which
has introduced several provisions to the Law of the Child (2009), including: Section

71A(1), which requires the court to consider the best interest of the child before granting
revocation of adoption order; Section 157(j), which vests powers in the portfolio Minister

to make Regulations prescribing matters to be taken into consideration in determining the
best interest of the child; Section 115(4), which makes the involvement of the social
welfare officer in all proceedings where a child is called as a witness a mandatory

requirement; and Section 115(6), which requires the Chief Justice to make Rules

prescribing procedure for conducting cross examination of a child in matters involving a
child.

Through the Child Protection Laws (Miscellaneous Amendments) Act (2024), the Cyber
Crimes Act (Cap. 443) was amended to incorporate provisions concerning protection of the

child in online sexual abuse and cyber terrorism.
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(iv) Through the Child Protection Laws (Miscellaneous Amendments) Act (2024), the Legal
Aid Act (2017) was amended to incorporate provisions requiring a Magistrate in-charge of

a District Court or Resident Magistrate's Court to assign advocates to provide legal aid to a
child who is accused in any criminal proceedings.

(v) In 2021, the Interpretation of Laws Act (Cap. 1) was amended to introduce Section 84A,
which has designated Kiswahili to be the language of the laws and of the courts in
Tanzania Mainland.

(vi)

(vii)

(viii)

(ix)

The Legal Sector Laws (Miscellaneous Amendments) Act (2023) amended Section 127 by
adding sub-section (7) to the Evidence Act (Cap. 6), which now enables the court to

dispense justice in cases related to children without being tied up with technicalities that

may obstruct dispensation of justice in pursuant to Article 107A(2)(e) of the Constitution

of the United Republic of Tanzania (1977).

The 2014 Education and Training Policy was revised in 2023 to embrace, inter alia: a

conducive policy environment for all learners (including children) in Tanzania Mainland

(clause 1.3(iv)); address specific needs of children with disabilities (clause 1.4, 2.4.1(c));

gender equality (clause 2.3(j) (k)); and freedom of expression (multilingual) for all learners

(clause 2.4.2(b)).
The National Gender and Women Development Policy (2023) was adopted addressing,

inter alia, the need for improvement of girls' and boys' participation in education (clause

3.2.5) through the following policy statement and strategies: creation of a child-friendly
environment in the school setting (clause 3.2.5(ii)), increasing enrolment and retention of

girls and boys (clause 3.2.5(iv)), and protection of child against GBV and sexual abuse

(clause 3.2.5(v)).
Several court decisions were rendered in accordance with the principle of the best interest

of the child. For instance, in Mary Gasper Lyaruu v. Costantino Revocatus Kabadi, the

court stressed the need for the court to consider a social inquiry report prepared by a Social

Welfare Officer under Section 45(1) of the Law of the Child Act (as amended by Section

17 of the Child Protection Laws (Miscellaneous Amendments) Act (2024)), and taking
into account the child's wishes before the court decides the custody of a child as provided

under Section 125(2)(b) of the Law of Marriage Act (Cap. 29) and Section 11 of the Law

of the Child Act.

(c) The right to life, survival and development (Article 5)
36. The State Party recognizes and guarantees the right to life, survival and development

both in the Constitutions of Zanzibar and Tanzania as well as in the child-specific laws. In addition,

through specific disability laws that classify persons with albinism (PWAs) as persons with
disabilities (PWDs), the State Party has taken concrete efforts to end discrimination and violence
against people with albinisms including children. Hence, to safeguard against superstitious beliefs

and witcheraft practices that fuel attacks on children with albinism, the State Party issued a directive

in 2015 requiring the compulsory registration of all traditional healers. This move was a mechanism

to eliminate nefarious traditional healers who encourage the use of people with albinism's body

parts for power and wealth creation. In Tanzania Mainland, the State Party continues to prioritize

investigation and prosecution of cases where PWAs are victims.3 While in 2006 there were 68

High Court of Tanzania at Temeke (Sub-Registry), Civil Appeal No. 17 of 2023 (Unreported).
The Police Force has formed a Multi-Agency Task Force which is composed of prosecutors and investigators in order

to fast track investigation of cases. In combating incidences against persons with albinisms police use both proactive and

reactive measures. The trial of these cases is prioritised through special sessions and completed within few days from
commencement of hearing.
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incidences of attacks and killings of PWAs which were reported in police stations; in 2017, the

number was reduced to 3 reported incidences. All forms of violence against PWAs are criminalized
and perpetrators have been charged with criminal offences including murder, attempted murder,
assault, causing bodily harm, trafficking and kidnapping. All perpetrators are arrested and
prosecuted and by 2024, 34 cases had been prosecuted with 8 in the Court of Appeal, 10 in the High

Court and 16 in the Resident Magistrates Court. The same administrative and legal measures have
been geared towards protecting vulnerable groups.

37. In respect of the Committee's previous Concluding Observation that children with
albinism (CWA) do not receive protection, care and support from the Government (para. 13); the
State Party states that:

37.1 In relation to Tanzania Mainland, the State Party has developed the National Action
Plan on the Rights and Welfare of Persons with Albinism (NAP 2024/25-2028/29). The NAР
addresses four areas of () protection, (11) prevention, (I) non-discrimination, and (iv)
accountability. The State Party has also adopted the National Strategy on Assistive Technology
(2024/2027), which serves as a guide to service providers on procurement and service provision.
Moreover, the State Party has allocated a specific budget for local production of Sunscreen Lotion

totalling 60,000,000 to the Kilimanjaro Christian Medical Centre (KCMC) to produce the lotion.

37.2 In Zanzibar, there were no threats to children with albinism (CWAs) in the period under

report and the State Party gives all children equal opportunities such as in education services,
protection and participation according to the Zanzibar culture, customs and norms. The State Party
has successfully conducted capacity-building programmes for 1,034 teachers (772 females and 262
males), equipping them with the knowledge and skills needed to support children with albinism and

disabilities. This initiative was driven by the increasing number of children with albinism and
disabilities in primary and secondary schools in Zanzibar, which rose from 10,299 in the 2023/2024

academic year to 10,449 in 2024/2025, This situation prompted the government to improve services
for students and enhance infrastructure in schools to better accommodate their needs. According to

key indicators for basic demographic and social economic profile, Tanzania's 2022 Census, there
are 2,642 CWAs in Zanzibar.

38. By December 2024, the State Party, through the National Immunization Programme, was

able to provide immunization services at a rate of 103% for children under one year of age compared
to 97% achieved in 2015/2016. The immunization service has contributed to the reduction in under-

one-year mortality rate from 43 deaths per 1,000 live births in 2015/2016 to 33 deaths in 2022. In

addition, under-five mortality rate has decreased from 67 out of 1,000 live deaths in 2015/2016 to 43

deaths among live births in 2022.

According to Tanzania Demographic Health Survey Report (2022), nearly 9 in 10 women
received antenatal care services from a skilled provider for their last live birth in the two years.

During the reporting period, a total of 1,543,856 women (93.7%) were delivered by the support of

skilled Health workers across the country. Also, 65% of women received 4 or more antenatal care

service visits during the pregnancy, that resulted in their last live birth in the 2 years and 81% of

women took any iron-containing supplements during the pregnancy.

39. The State Party has conducted various protective activities and programmes to CWAS

during the implementation of national plans and strategies such as the National Human Rights
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Action Plan 2013-2017, NPA-VAWC 2017-2022 for both Tanzania Mainland and Zanzibar.

Tanzania is also a part to the Regional Action Plan on Albinism in Africa 2017-2021. This Plan

provides guidance to Tanzania in developing a strategy to protect and support people with albinism.

40. The State Party, through the office of the National Prosecutions Service (NPS), has

taken heightened measures to expedite the investigation and the prosecution of killers of persons

with albinism, including CWAs. The NPS has placed under close supervision 8 regions with high
reported incidences of assaults and killings of CWAs to enhance the investigation and prosecution.

The supervised regions include Mwanza, Kagera, Geita, Simiyu, Tabora, Mara, Shinyanga and
Kigoma. In particular, the Director of Public Prosecutions (DPP) has been leading and coordinating
investigations and prosecuting several cases relating to the assault and killings of children with

albinism. In the reporting period, 44 cases were filed in different magistrate whereby 14 accused
people at Court of Appeal, 33 at High Court and 17 at the District/Magistrate Court 33 were
convicted and sentenced to death. Generally, 26 cases were withdrawn under section 91(1) of the
Criminal Procedure Act.

41. During the reporting period, several efforts were undertaken to reunite CWAs placed
in boarding schools or shelters for children with special needs. In this respect, the State Party has
adopted the National Guidelines on Children's Reintegration with Families (July 2019).

These Guidelines are one of the concrete measures undertaken to ensure the availability of

laid down procedures to facilitate the integration of the children, including those with albinism to
their families as set out in the International Guidelines developed by the Inter-agency Group on

Children's Reintegration of 2016. During that period, about 100 children were united with their

families in five Regions namely Tabora, Shinyanga, Mwanza, Simiyu and Kigoma.

42. To raise public awareness about condition of albinism and curbing violence,
discrimination and stigma to CWAs, the State Party has taken the following measures:

(i) The formulation of the Ministry responsible for policy, coordination of parliamentary affairs,
labour, employment, youth and the disabled in the Prime Minister's Office. The inclusion of

disabled within a ministry portfolio is a mechanism for mainstreaming persons with

disabilities, including those with albinism issues, in the decision-making process including

appointment of Deputy Minister responsible for persons with disabilities;

(ii)

(iii)

(iv)

Appointment of persons with albinism to serve in political and administrative posts such as

Ambassadors, Deputy Minister of Ministry of Information, Culture, Arts and Sports,
Assistant Directors in various Ministries, Members of Parliament and Councillors. These

appointments have raised awareness, debunked myths and stigma to people with albinism

Celebrating international albinism awareness day on 13 June of every year. The State Party

continues to celebrate and use the day to reflect and raise awareness among to the members

of public about albinism;

Developing Guidelines on Early Identification and Intervention of Children with Disability
(2015). The Guidelines have been piloted in two regions. Their main objective is to assist

parents and caregivers to identify early signs of disability in children and take early

appropriate intervention. The Guidelines were launched on 3r4 December 2021 during the

commemoration of International Disability Day;
Public sensitization, efforts undertaken by the State Party and other stakeholders, aimed at

dispelling deadly and discriminatory myths about albinism to bring about a better

understanding of albinism and to protect community members with albinism. notably through
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(v)

(vi)

marking of International disability days, such as commemorations of international albinism
awareness day on 13 June every year, workshops and public service announcements on radio
and television, particularly in rural and isolated communities;

Organising the formulation of Security and Safety Committees, for Persons with Albinism

which are fully functional from the local level up to the regional level to oversee the security,

safety and provision of support to Persons with Albinism; and

Providing assistive devices to children with albinism such as wide brim hats, sunglasses.
large prints and low vision educational materials, magnification devices, and long sleeves
clothes. A total of 18,000 of these devices have been distributed to Persons with Albinism.

43. In spite of the above-mentioned efforts, the State Party faces a countless challenge to

effectively protect PWAs especially children as outlined below:
(i) Deep-rooted harmful cultural practices especially superstitious beliefs that body parts of

person with albinism bestow good fortune;
(ii)

(iii)

Inadequate financial resources to law enforcement agencies and social welfare officers. This
limit reunification and integration of children with albinism to the community;

Secrecy nature of the assault, mutilations and killings of people with albinism; and

(iv) Difficult in investigation due to fear of witnesses to report against witch doctors and
depraved traditional healers.

44. The State Party, has addressed the Committee's previous Concluding Observation, that there was

insufficient number of health care workers (HCWs) to address child mortality rate (para. 13). In

Tanzania Mainland, by 2024/2025, service delivery centres increased to 12,266 compared to 7,113
stations in 2015/2016. The Health Sector had a total of 126,925 health workers, which is equivalent

to 57.9% of the total of 219,061 workers required in the Health Sector, whereby a total of 101,733

workers is equivalent to 80.2 %, are working at primary health level and 25,192 workers, equivalent
to 19.8%, are working at the Regional, Zonal, Specialized and National Referral Hospital levels

45. In Zanzibar,  a  total of number of 4,501 HCWs have been deployed in various sectors,
such as nursing and medical doctors who are providing services for children and adults on health

services. Health services have been improved; thus, reducing child mortality rate in Zanzibar in 11

Districts and 5 Regions. Around 3,500 children were vaccinated from day 1 up to 17 years.

According to the Budget Speech of the Zanzibar Ministry of Health for 2022/2023 and

2023/2024, the number of children given vaccination rose from 84% in 2022/2023 to 95% in

2023/24. In the education sector, the Revolutionary Government of Zanzibar built 38 child-friendly
infrastructures in schools; whereby 140 secondary school pupils (100 females and 40 males)

participated in Science, Technology, Engineering and Mathematics (STEM) dialogue. Students were
motivated by STEM learning and used school science hubs effectively.

46. In its previous Concluding Observations, the Committee urged the State Party to work on

the listed measures [para. 13(a)-(h)] with a view to reducing the child mortality rate. The State Party
has undertaken the following measures in this regard:

46.1 In relation to Tanzania Mainland, the State Party has undertaken the following measures

to reduce the child mortality rate:
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(1 The National Multisectoral Nutritional Action Plan (NMAP II 2021/22 - 2025/26) was

developed to address and has been implemented with inclusion of different sectors such as

agriculture, water, education and health. Through the NMAP II, the State Party has been

providing dietary food in schools for students/pupils; vegetables garden in schools, nutrition
education to parents and supervision; education to mothers and pregnant women on nutrition

attending health facilities;
Provision of public awareness to all women attending RCH clinic and through Community

Health Workers (CHW) educating pregnant women at home on nutritional feeding; emphasis

and free administering of Folic acid and albendazole tablets; health education and emphasis

on exclusive breastfeeding, all employed mothers to be given 3 months of maternity leave

after delivery and deduction of working hours from 8 to 6 hours without reduction in salary

until the child reaches the age of 9 months old:

(iii) Vunerable families are being supported by TASAF to get money to run their life including
nutrition support. Education is provided in villages on how to use the available food to get

dietary meals;

(iv) Through reproductive child health clinic (RCH Clinic), children are being monitored of  their

health progress, including nutrition parameters using the monitoring tool "child health
booklet" which was developed in adaption of WHO version. Mothers are being educated and

enhanced on breastfeeding and nutritional feeding to their children;

(v) In all health facilities, deliveries are attended by skilled personnel following an increase in
recruitment of midwives and also continually refresher training conducted in all Regions.

Implementation of RMNCAH strategy of refresher training involves capacity building to

health care workers including midwives from higher level facilities to lower levels (hub and

spoke strategy). In 2023 the government registered 52,188 nurses and midwives with an

increase of 18,464 (54.8%) from 33,724 nurses and midwives in 2017; and

(vi) Budget allocation for health services has been increased from TZS.1,235,316,516,000/ in

financial year 2017/18 to TZS.1,593,166,516,000/= in 2023/24.40

46.2 In Zanzibar, the State Party has undertaken the following measures to reduce child

mortality rate:

(i) The State Party has undertaken initiatives to make sure the mortality rate is reduced from 119

in 2017 to 145 for each living generation of 100,000 for 2023; and

(ii) In addition, child mortality rate has decreased from 56 deaths per 1,000 live births in 2015 to

47 in 2022, A total of 41,129 pregnant women have given birth in Zanzibar health centres.

This is attributed to the relocation and construction of health infrastructure in each district.4

47. In its previous Concluding Observations, the Committee urged the State Party to take

measures to increase the coverage of safe drinking water to children in all parts of the country (para.

14). The State Party has undertaken the following measures in relation to this issue:

47.1 In respect of Tanzania Mainland, in 2023, the State Party has ensured the availability of

safe water services reaching to 79.6% in rural areas and 90.0% in urban areas by 2025. Overall,

Source: TDHS (2022).

Source: Zanzibar, Ministry of Health Budget Speech for 2023/2024.
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these achievements have been attributed to the completion of 1,633 rural water projects and 213

urban water projects.42

47.2 In Zanzibar, the State Party has undertaken measures to ensure the availability of safe

water and improve the hygiene of the children in and out of schools. A total of 36 wells have been

drilled and connected to the main water supply infrastructure. In addition, 554,973 citizens have

been connected to water services to eliminate disruptions in access to clean and safe water. 70.4% of

the water supply target has been reached. This helps to reduce the disturbance and protect the child

from the violence in their villages and town areas.

47.3 In the education sector in Zanzibar, the State Party has improved school water,
sanitation, and hygiene (SWASH) facilities by constructing toilets in public primary schools. A total

of 13 toilet blocks with 195 pits were constructed in 8 schools in Unguja and 5 schools in Pemba.

Additionally, the government trained 40 teachers on the use of the SWASH guidelines, ensuring that
schools effectively utilize the child-friendly SWASH facilities.

(d) Respect for the views of the child (Article 7) and Provision of information to children and
promotion of their participation (Articles 4, 7 and 12)

48. The State Party has taken several measures to strengthen the right to respect for the
views of the child, including entrenching the same in the Constitutions of Tanzania and Zanzibar, the

Law of the Child Act (applicable in Tanzania Mainland) and the Children's Act (applicable in
Zanzibar), as previously reported. Administratively, to promote meaningful and empowered
participation of all children in all matters concerning them in all settings, the following measures
have been undertaken by the State Party in respect of Tanzania Mainland:

(i) Section 96A(1) of the Child Protection Laws (Miscellaneous Amendments) Act (2024)
establishes a Children Council in every village, ward, district, regional and at the national
level, setting a legal basis for budget commitment:

(ii)

(iii)

(iv)

(v)

Development and implementation of the National Action Plan for Child Participation
(2014-2019). The plan provides a framework for promoting children's participation,
establishes structures that enhance the participation of children by coordinating the effort

of all stakeholders and provides a guide for the child participation at all levels;
Establishment of the Women and Children Protection Committee (WCPC) at the district,

ward and villages/mtaa levels that provides a platform for children to participate in
decisions that affect their lives;

The State Party, in collaboration with stakeholders, developed and launched the Junior
Council Training Manual in 2019 for strengthening Junior Councils across the country. A
total of 1,669 Junior Councils have been established by 2025. The State Party has

established Child Protection Desks in school settings, human rights clubs and children

clubs in primary and secondary schools. A total of 185 child protection desks, 250
human rights club and 2,475 children's clubs have been established by 2025;

The State Party has sensitized children to report abuse cases through Child Helpline
(CHL 116) established in 2013. The Helpline has been a useful tool in report Violence
against children's cases and promoting respect for the views of the child. A total of
7,637,320 responsive calls were made from 2016 to 2024; and

Source: WASH in school, water facilities -BEST 2023. Haule, provide full citation of this source.
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(vi)
by

The state party has amended the HIV and AIDS (Prevention and Control) Act No. 28 of

2008 through Written Laws (Miscellaneous Amendment) Act No.14 of 2019

introducing self- testing for a child who has attained the age of 15 years without the prior
consent3 of the parents/guardians. The aim of introducing the age of consent is to
prevent and protect children from HIV infections by knowing their status as well
starting ARV programs at the carly stages.

as

49. In Zanzibar, at the legislative level, the Zanzibar Youth Council Act" of 2013 to provide
a forum for youth and children to air their views on matters of their concern. To this end, 387
Children Councils have been established in all districts in Unguja and Pemba (258 in Unguja and

129 are in Pemba) where, through these Councils, children participate in the preparation of the

National Child Status Reports submitted annually to the House of Representatives for consideration

on the 16th June of every year, which is the Day of the African Child (DAC). Further, the National
Children Advisory Board (NCAB) has been established to supervise and monitor accountability of
the Children Councils at the Districts and Shehia levels.

50. Recent legislation in Zanzibar also takes into account the views of  the child including
the Child Care and Protection Regulations (2017), the Foster Care Regulations (2017) and the
Approved Residential Establishment Regulation (2017). These regulations require that a child's
views be given due weight in accordance with their age and maturity if the child is capable of

forming his or her own views.

51. The effective implementation of the right for opinion/views of the child is limited by

deep-rooted cultural norms that children are unable to decide on their own or involved in adult
affairs. Moreover, resources constraints also limit the State Party capacity to create effective

mechanism for ensuring views of children in vulnerable situations are taken on board in the

decision-making process.

52. In its previous Concluding Observations, the Committee urged the State Party to increase

budgetary allocations to Junior Councils (para. 15). In Zanzibar, the State Party has allocated

annually to Junior Councils (FY 2017/2018-2024/2025) for National Children Advisory Board

(NCAB) and District level a total of TZS 61,000,000/= for supporting capacity building and
operationalization of the Children councils. (Sources from MCDGEC- Zanzibar). In Tanzania

Mainland, Section 96A (1) of the Child Protection Laws (Miscellaneous Amendments) Act (2024)-

which establishes a Children Council in every village, ward, district, regional and at the national

level - sets a legal basis for budget commitment. In addition, in FY 2022/2023, the State Party

budgeted TZS 356,750,000/= for children; TZS 77,895,000/= for FY 2023/24; and TZS

131,260,000/= for FY 2024/25.

53. In its previous Concluding Observations, the Committee urged the State Party to sensitize
parents and members of the community on child participation (para 15). The State Party has carried

out several sensitization programmes. In Zanzibar, the State Party has, in collaboration with
Zanzibar Child Rights Forum Organization (ZCRF), been running the Zanzibar Child Rights and
Climate Change Programme through which awareness raising and advocacy of child rights in

Section 15 of Act no 14 of 2019 which amended section 3 of HIV and AIDS (Prevention and Control) Act No.28 of

2008 by introducing a definition of a Child in the context of testing HIV and AIDS.
"Section 5 of the Zanzibar Youth Council Act (No. 16 of 2013).
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Zanzibar are also conducted. By 2025, this programme has reached 879 people (496 men and 383

women) in Unguja and Pemba. In Tanzania Mainland, the State Party runs several awareness raising
programmes, including the Furaha Teen Programme, the Furaha App, Skilful Parenting, and
Positive Parenting. For the previous 5 years since 2017/18 until 2024/2025, The State Party has, so
far, sensitized a total number of 4,110,805 parents.

54. In its previous Concluding Observations, the Committee also urged the State Party to
invest in children themselves to empower them to contribute to debates and discuss on high level

public issues (para 15). The State Party has implemented this observation through a number of
measures.

54.1 In Zanzibar, the State Party has carried out efforts to empower children, which form a

crucial component in various aspects of development planning, policy, and regulations in Zanzibar,
focusing on the best interests of the child. The National Vision Program (2025-2050) is among the
key areas involved, along with the review of the Children's Act No. 6 of 2011, the NPA VAWC

2024-2029, and the Children's Policy for 2024, which also engages children to express their views

and opinions. A total of 510 children participated in high-level programs in Zanzibar that addressed
children's issues and empowered them to gain knowledge, skills, and share their opinions. To ensure

children participate in debates and discussions, the government established a child-friendly
framework through the Children's Councils Manual. This manual enables children to effectively

organize and manage their activities under the supervision of the department responsible for child
rights.

54.2 In Tanzania Mainland, the State Party has undertaken the following measures in its vid

to invest in children themselves to empower them to contribute to debates and discussions on high

level public issues:

(i)

(ii)

(iii)

(iv)

Section 96A (1) of the Child Protection Laws (Miscellaneous Amendments) Act (2024) sets
out a legal basis for govermmental budget commitment to the establishment Children Council

at the village, ward, district, regional and national levels;
Government efforts to empower children continues to execute by developing National
Guideline for Establishment of Children Desks in and out of schools and Guidelines for

Establishment and Operationalization of Junior Council of Tanzania. By 2025, a total of

4,082 Child Protection Desks and 1,460 Junior Councils were established at different levels

in schools and the community, respectively;

In 2022, the State Party organized a two-days session for members of the Junior Council

from 26 Regions of Tanzania Mainland and 2 Members from Zanzibar to air their views that

will contribute to the development of national curriculum for primary, secondary and tertiary

education in Tanzania where a total of 56 children, including children with disability

participated; and

Children from Junior Council participated to air their views on the National Development

Vision of 2050, whereby 400 children from Tanzania Mainland and Zanzibar participated.

V. CIVIL RIGHTS AND FREEDOMS

(a) Name, nationality, identity and Registration at birth (Article 6)
55. In its previous Concluding Observations, the Committee noted that the birth registration
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laws in the State Party are outdated and needed reform (para 16). In implementing this observation,

the State Party has undertaken the following law reform measures reform its birth registration:

55.1 In Zanzibar, the State Party has reformed the birth registration legislation through:
(i) Guarantees to every child the right to be registered upon birth subject to the

provisions of the Birth and Death Registration Act and health authorities and any

other relevant person or agency are obliged to co-operate with the Registrar of Birth
in measures to secure the registration of all births;"

(ii) The enactment of the Civil Registrations Agency Act in 2018.48 This Act strives, inter

alia, to improve the availability of birth registration services in all parts of Zanzibar

through decentralization of the Birth Registrar's Offices to the District and grassroots

levels;

7

through:

(111)

(iv)

(v)

(vi)

The Civil Registrations Agency Act has established the Zanzibar Civil Status

Registration Agency (ZCRSA) to deal with, among other things, civil status

registration.9 This law imposes, inter alia, a duty to every parent, guardian or a

person having charge of a child to immediately after birth or finding of a child to

notify a registration officer or a Sheha for registration of a new-born child. The duty

to notify is extended to an officer in-charge if the birth of a child takes place in a

prison facility, police station, hospital or in a quarantined area.5
In a bid to decentralize registration services, the ZCRSA, has established registration

offices in all 11 Districts in Unguja and Pemba (the two islands forming Zanzibar);

To ensure universal coverage, the ZCRSA has created an electronic birth registration

system that is currently operational in three out of 11 Districts of Zanzibar. As of

March 2019, 39,089 birth certificates had been issued through the electronic system.

The goal is to register electronically all births and vital events by 2024/25; and
Section 8 of the Children's Act has also guaranteed the child's rights to identity,

nationality and birth registration.

55.2 In Tanzania Mainland, the State Party has reformed the birth registration legislation

(1) The enactment of the Written Laws (Miscellaneous Amendments) (No.4) Act in

2019, which has amended the Births and Deaths Registration Act (Cap. 108) in

relation to delegation of powers and functions of the Registrar General, extending

registration of death occurring outside the country, deletion of entry in register,
registration on presumption of death, confidentiality in relation to births and deaths,

Section 8(1) of the Zanzibar Children's Act.
Act No. 10 of  2006.

4 Section 8(2) of  the Zanzibar Children's Act.

Act No. 3 of 2018.

Section 3 of  Civil Registrations Agency Act.

5 Under Zanzibari law, a Sheha is a leader of a Shehia. See the Registration of Zanzibaris Resident Act (No. 7 of 2005)
and the Regional Administration Authority Act (No. 1 of 1998).

5 Section 22 of Civil Registrations Agency Act.
52 The covered areas are Urban District, West District A and West District B of Zanzibar's Urban West Region. To date

40,957 births have been registered in Urban District and 6.747 births have been registered in West Districts (both A and

B): a total of 47,704
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(ii)

issuance of registration certificates upon child adoption; as well as ensuring

protection and realisation of children's rights;

In addition, the Written Laws (Miscellaneous Amendments) (No.4) Act has been

amended the Births and Deaths Registration Act by particularly adding Section 5A.
which empowers the Registrar General to delegate its powers to Ward Executive

Officers, Mtaa (Street) Executive Officers and Village Executive Officers to register
births and deaths occurring in their respective jurisdictions.

Table 3: Statistics on the trend of birth registration in Tanzania Mainland

YEARS MALE FEMALE TOTAL

2017/2018 591,407 590,186 1,181,593

2018/2019 470,612 467,931 938,543

2019/2020 721.529 718.033 1.439.562

2020/2021 556,098 555,807 1.112,505

2021/2022 728,423 706,319 1,434,742

2022/2023 633,743 612,973 1.246.716

2023/2024 1,045,859 1.004,845 2,050.704

2024/2025 327.574 326.267 653,841

5,075,845 4,982.361 10.058.206

(iii) In 2021, the Births and Deaths Registration Act was amended by adding Section 19A,
which empowers the Registrar General to keep and maintain an Electronic Register of

Births and Deaths.

56. The State Party, has continued to decentralize births registration to the local government

level, primarily toto ward offices and local health facilities. In Tanzania Mainland, this has resulted
into the creation of about 7,582 registration points closer to the community, 2,861 Ward Offices and

4,721 health facilities. For all registered births at this level, a handwritten birth certificate is issued
free of charge. A computer-generated printed-paper certificate is available through application to the

District Executive Officer (DED) at a little fee. Births registration with civil authority for children

under five years has reached 55.5% compared to 14% in 2015/16.53

57. In its previous Concluding Observations, the Committee urged the State Party to
decentralize its birth registration facilities, increase mobile registration services, allocate budget and

deploy human resources and sensitize members of the public on birth registration (para 16). TТo
implement this observation, the State Party has undertaken the following measures aimed at the
decentralization of its birth registration system:

57.1 To cover rural areas in Tanzania Mainland, the State Party is implementing a
programme known as Under Five Birth Registration Initiative (USBRI) to register births by mobile

phones free of charge, in collaboration with key stakeholders. Under the programme, the

Tanzania Demographic Health Survey (TDHS), 2015/16.
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Registration Insolvency and Trusteeship Agency (RITA) register new births as well as those of
children under five via an SMS-like service that is accessible on mobile phone. The programme has

accelerated birth registration whereby 18 regions and 132 Councils have been covered. A total

number of 4,598,682 children have been registered as of October 2020.

57.2 The programme is expected to cover all the 26 regions in Tanzania mainland both for

children under five as well as clearing backlog of children aged 5 to 17 years. Furthermore, the use

of mobile phone in birth registration process, has been expanded and successfully implemented to

register children outside of health facilities and children who have never been registered.

57.3 In Tanzania Mainland, the State Party has allocated funds to support various birth

registration strategies and activities carried out by RITA. To ensure universal coverage, the National

Civil Registration and Vital Statistics Strategy (CRVS), has already been approved by the Inter-
Ministerial Technical Committee and currently awaits final approval.

57.4 As of October 2024, a total number of 10,345,253 children (5,099, 226 males, 5,246,027

females) were registered and issued with birth certificates covering all 26 Regions in Tanzania

Mainland, which is a huge progress compared to only 305,890 children who were registered in July
2013 covering only two Regions.

57.5 Through the Electronic Register of Births and Deaths established by law in 2019, there

was an increase use of mobile registration services from 2 Regions in 2013 to all 26 Regions in

Tanzania Mainland in 2024. A total of 3,957 wards and 7,096 health facilities are now providing

mobile registration services for under-five year old children.

57.6 In Tanzania Mainland, the State Party has allocated a budget for under-five birth

registration from TZS 2.8 in 2019/20 to TZS 3 billion in 2024.

57.7 Through the decentration of the birth registration system, the State Party has started

using the public officers at the Ward Executive Offices and primary health facilities to provide birth

registration services to children in all parts of the country. These officers are trained to effectively

deliver birth registration services. As of 2024, a total number of 21,831 birth registration officers
have been trained.

57.8 Public awareness has been conducted in all the regions in the mainland through special

launching events where the community is educated on the importance of registration and where to

get services. Public awareness is ongoing in registration centres, health facilities and through media.
57.9 In Zanzibar, the State Party continues to take operational measures to improve birth

registration in Zanzibar by raising awareness to communities through radio on the importance of
child registration. In 2018, four (4) radio programmes were broadcasted to encourage parents to
ensure their registration of their children at birth. In 2018 a 1-day outreach programme was carried

out to support late registration of children. During this exercise 200 children were registered.

Table 4: Trend of Birth Registration in Zanzibar from 2016-2018

District 2016

Male Female

Kaskazini
A"

1513 1743

2017

Female Male

2018

Female

Total

Male

2,456 2621 1614 1594 13,353
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